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of powder and whisky, the destroying
civilisation ; and from the days of Penn, at
the red man's right in the country has been com-
monly assumed by writers, and his claim to com-
pensation for his lost hunting-ground has been
recognised by the laws.

This policy of paying money for the land taken
by the white men from the red was the more just
and noble, as Indians, like the Senecas and the
Walla- Wallahs, have no clear sense of wb.at ' is
meant by rights in the soil. The soil? They
know no soil. A Seneca comprehended his right
to fish in the Hudson river; a Walla- Wallah
understood his right to hunt bison in the plains
at the feet of the Blue Mountains ; but as a thing
to plough and plant, to dig wells into, to build
houses upon, the soil was no more to them than
the sea and the sky are to us. A right to go
over it they claimed ; but to own it, and preserve
it against the intrusion of all other men, is a
claim which the red men have never made, and
which, if they should learn to make it, could never
be allowed by civilised men. No hunting tribe
has any such right; perhaps no hunting tribe
can have any such right ; for, in strict political
philosophy, the only exclusive right which any